Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAPET 00301 030648Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO DHA-02 ORM-02 AID-05 SCA-01 
HEW-04 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 
NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /093 W 

031258 127766/45 

R 021610Z MAR 77 
FM AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5781 
INFO AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL IOHANNESBURG 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAPE TOWN 0301 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOCI, SPOP, SHUM, PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: SAG HANDLING OF SQUATTER PROBLEM STIRS HEATED CONTROVERSY 
REF: CAPE TOWN 0194, CAPE TOWN A- 12, 

1 . SAG INTENTION TO EVICT SQUATTERS FROM MODDERDAM CAMP 
OUTSIDE CAPE TOWN (CAPE TOWN 194) HAS CREATED MAJOR PUBLIC 
CONTROVERSY. NUMBER OF SQUATTERS AFFECTED ESTIMATED 
VARIOUSLY BETWEEN 5,000-7,000, OF WHICH 80 PERCENT ARE BLACKS, 

15 PERCENT COLOREDS, 4 PERCENT "MIXED" AND A FEW INDIANS. 

2. POSSIBLY AS CONSEQUENCE OF SEVERE PUBLIC CRITICISM IN 
PRESS, AT PUBLIC PROTECT MEETINGS AND ON FLOOR OF PARLIAMENT, 

SAG ANNOUNCED ON FEB 15 AN EXTENSION OF THE DEADLINE TO FEB. 25. 

PUBLIC INDIGNATION WAS THEN FURTHER FUELLED WHEN DIVISIONAL 
COUNCIL OFFICIALS DEMOLISHED SHANTIES IN TWO OTHER SMALLER 
"CAMPS," LEAVING SOME 300 PEOPLE, INCLUDING WOMEN AND BABIES, 

CAMPED OUT IN OPEN DURING A WEEKEND OF RAIN AND COLD WEATHER. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAPET 00301 030648Z 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT MINISTER STEYN WAS FORCED TO APOLOGIZE ON 
FLOOR OF SENATE WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED THAT HIS CATEGORIC DENIAL 
THAT EARTHMOVING EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN USED TO DEMOLISH SHANTIES 
WAS IN ERROR. GOVERNMENT EMBARRASSMENT WAS COMPOUNDED WHEN 
CAPE SUPREME COURT ISSUED STINGING REBUKE FOR "FLAGRANT CONTEMPT" 
OF LAW BY COUNCIL OFFICIALS WHO FAILED TO PROVIDE LEGALLY- 
REQUIRED 7-DAY NOTICE. 
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3. IN MEANTIME, ATTORNEYS FOR SQUATTERS IN MAIN CAMP 

AT MODDERDAM CONTINUED NEGOTIATIONS WITH SAG OFFICIALS. 

AT EXPIRATION OF FEB 25 DEADLINE, SAG SENT SECOND 
NOTICE TO VACTATE WITH A MARCH 7 DEADLINE. SAG HAS SAID 
IT WILL SET UP TEMPORARY SITE AT N YANG A TOWNSHIP WHERE 
EVICTED BLACKS WHO ARE LEGALLY PRESENT IN CAPE AREA MAY 
ERECT SHACKS. 

4. MAIN PROBLEM CENTERS ON FACT THAT WHILE AN ESTIMATED 

80 PERCENT OF BLACK MALES IN THE CAMPS ARE EMPLOYED AND QUALIFY 
LEGALLY TO BE IN CAPE AREA, ONLY ABOUT 20 PERCENT OF THE WOMEN 
ARE "LEGAL." DEPUTY MINISTER OF BANTU AFFAIRS RECENTLY 
TOLD CONGEN OFF THAT MOST OF WOMEN (AND CHILDREN) HAVE 
COME INTO CAPE ILLEGALLY FROM CISKEI OR TRANSKEI AND WILL 
BE EXPECTED TO RETURN "TO THEIR PLACE OF ORIGIN." 

WHETHER ACCOMMODATION WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR THEM. 

THERE IS, HE SAID, "MATTER FOR HOMELANDS OFFICIALS TO 
DETERMINE." THUS, FOR BLACKS, MAIN EFFECT OF 
SQUATTERS' EVICTION IS LIKELY TO BE BREAKING UP OF 
LARGE NUMBER OF FAMILIES AND LACK OF ACCOMMODATION 
FOR MANY WIVES AND CHILDREN FORCED TO RETURN TO 
"HOMELANDS." AS FOR COLOREDS, SAG OFFICIALS HAVE 
TALKED VAGUELY OF THEIR FINDING ACCOMMODATION IN 
EXISTING COLORED TOWNSHIPS, BUT THESE ARE ALREADY 
BADLY OVERCROWDED. 

5. WHETHER LEGAL ACTION AND CONTINUING PUBLIC PROTEST 
WILL RESULT IN FURTHER DELAYS IS NOT CLEAR. SAG APPEARS 
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DETERMINED TO CLEAR AREA WHICH ABUTS ON PREMISES OF 
(COLORED) UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN CAPE (UWC) AND COLORED 
PERSONS REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL. TWO SHOWPIECES OF SAG'S 
APARTHEID POLICY. SQUATTER LEADERS INSIST THAT ACCOMMODATION 
BE FOUND FOR ALL MEMBERS OF COMMUNITY BEFORE 
ANY AGREE TO MOVE. STUDENTS AT UWC HAVE REPORTEDLY 
BEGUN SCHOOL YEAR IN RESTIVE MOOD AND MIGHT WELL BE 
INCLINED TO JOIN SQUATTERS IN CLASHES WITH POLICE WHICH 
MAY OCCUR IF SAG ATTEMPTS EVICTION BY FORCE. 

BOWDLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SQUATTERS, LIVING CONDITIONS, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION, POPULAR RESENTMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 02-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977CAPET00301 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770073-0525 
Format: TEL 
From: CAPE TOWN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977031 02/aaaadmfo. tel 

Line Count: 107 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 984f88ac-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 CAPE TOWN 194, 77 CAPE TOWN A-12 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2943728 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SAG HANDLING OF SQUATTER PROBLEM STIRS HEATED CONTROVERSY 
TAGS: SOCI, SPOP, SHUM, PINS, PINT, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/984f88ac-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



